
  Chippewa Falls Public Library: It’s All Yours! 

The Dedicated Readers Society Book Club 

 Books for September 2019-August 2020 

 
 

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn   
Monday, September 9th at 6:30 PM 
Two women—a female spy recruited to the real-life Alice Network in France during World War I and an unconven-
tional American socialite searching for her cousin in 1947—are brought together in a mesmerizing story of courage 
and redemption.  

 

 
 
 
Virgil Wander by Leif Enger  
Monday, October 14th at 6:30 PM  
Midwestern movie house owner Virgil Wander is "cruising along at medium altitude" when his car flies off the road 
into icy Lake Superior. Virgil survives but his language and memory are altered and he emerges into a world no longer 
familiar to him. Awakening in this new life, Virgil begins to piece together his personal history and the lore of his 
broken town, with the help of a cast of affable and curious locals--from Rune, a twinkling, pipe-smoking, kite-flying 
stranger investigating the mystery of his disappeared son; to Nadine, the reserved, enchanting wife of the vanished 
man; to Tom, a journalist and Virgil's oldest friend; and various members of the Pea family who must confront trage-
dies of their own. Into this community returns a shimmering prodigal son who may hold the key to reviving their 
town. With intelligent humor and captivating whimsy, Leif Enger conjures a remarkable portrait of a region and its 
residents, who, for reasons of choice or circumstance, never made it out of their defunct industrial district. 
 

 
Hero of the Empire by Candice Millard  
Monday, November 11th at 6:30 PM 
At the age of twenty-four, Winston Churchill was utterly convinced it was his destiny to become prime minister of 
England. He arrived in South Africa in 1899, valet and crates of vintage wine in tow, to cover the brutal colonial war 
the British were fighting with Boer rebels and jumpstart his political career. But just two weeks later, Churchill was 
taken prisoner.  Remarkably, he pulled off a daring escape—traversing hundreds of miles of enemy territory, alone, 
with nothing but a crumpled wad of cash, four slabs of chocolate, and his wits to guide him.  

Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson  
Monday, December 9th at 6:30 PM 
Cussy Mary Carter is the last of her kind, her skin the color of a blue damselfly in these dusty hills. But that doesn't 
mean she's got nothing to offer. As a member of the Pack Horse Library Project, Cussy delivers books to the hill folk 
of Troublesome,hoping to spread learning in these desperate times. But not everyone is so keen on Cussy's family or 
the Library Project, and the hardscrabble Kentuckians are quick to blame a Blue for any trouble in their small town. 
The Book Woman of Troublesome Creekis a story of raw courage, fierce strength, and one woman's determination to 
bring a little bit of hope to the dark hollers. 
My Antonia by Willa Cather 
Monday, January 13th at 6:30 PM 
A New York lawyer remembers his boyhood in Nebraska and his friendship with a pioneer Bohemian girl. A novel 
set in Nebraska about pioneering Bohemian farmers & of the courageous heroine, Antonia. In Willa Cather's own 
estimation, My Antonia, first published in 1918, was "the best thing I've ever done." Infused with a gracious passion 
for the land, My Antonia embraces its uncommon subject - the hardscrabble life of the pioneer woman on the prairie - 
with poetic certitude, rendering a deeply moving portrait of an entire community. Through Jim Burden's endearing, 
smitten voice, we revisit the remarkable vicissitudes of immigrant life in the Nebraska heartland with all its insistent 
bonds. Guiding the way are some of literature's most beguiling characters: the Russian brothers plagued by memories 
of a fateful sleigh ride, Antonia's desperately homesick father and self-indulgent mother, and the coy Lena Lingard. 
Holding the pastoral society's heart, of course, is the bewitching, free-spirited Antonia Shimerda. 
 
 

 
Varina by Charles Frazier  
Monday, February 10th at 6:30 PM 
Her marriage prospects limited, teenage Varina Howell agrees to wed the much-older widower Jefferson Davis, with 
whom she expects the secure life of a Mississippi landowner. Davis instead pursues a career in politics and is eventu-
ally appointed president of the Confederacy, placing Varina at the white-hot center of one of the darkest moments in 
American history. 



 
Little Faith by Nicholas Butler  
Monday, March 9th @ 6:30 PM 
In this moving new novel from celebrated author Nickolas Butler, a Wisconsin family grapples with the power and 
limitations of faith when one of their own falls under the influence of a radical church . 

 
 
 
 
The German Girl by Armando Lucas Correa  
Monday, April 13th @ 6:30 PM 
A young girl flees Nazi-occupied Germany with her family and best friend, only to discover that the overseas refuge 
they had been promised is an illusion in this “engrossing and heartbreaking  
 
 
 
 
 
Educated by Tara Westover  
Monday, May 11th @ 6:30 PM 
Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a class-
room. Her family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an 
education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When another brother got 
himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her 
over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d 
traveled too far, if there was still a way home.  

 

 
 
Secrets from the Rock by Bernie Zylstra  
Monday, June 8th @ 6:30 PM 
Topics include the author's childhood, memories of WWII, and adaptation to different cultural and spiritual concepts.  
 
 
 

 
 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens  
Monday, July 13th @ 6:30 PM 
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. So in 
late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called 
Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh 
that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be 
touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a 
new life--until the unthinkable happens.  
 
 
Killers of the Flower Moon  by David Grann   
Monday, August 10th @ 6:30 PM 
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. After oil 
was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their chil-
dren to study in Europe. 
            Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, be-
came a prime target. One of her relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as more 
and more Osage were dying under mysterious circumstances, and many of those who dared to investigate the kill-
ings were themselves murdered.  
            As the death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, 
turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery. White put together an undercover 
team, including a Native American agent who infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to expose 

one of the most chilling conspiracies in American history.  
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