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This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 
Monday, September 14th at 6:30 PM 
1932, Minnesota. The Lincoln School is a pitiless place where hundreds of Native American children, forcibly sepa-
rated from their parents, are sent to be educated. It is also home to an orphan named Odie O'Banion, a lively boy 
whose exploits earn him the superintendent's wrath. Forced to flee, he and his brother Albert, their best friend Mose, 
and a little girl named Emmy steal away in a canoe, heading for the mighty Mississippi and a place to call their own.  

 
 
 
I am Legend by Richard Matheson  
Monday, October 12th at 6:30 PM  
The population of the entire world has been obliterated by a pandemic of vampire bacteria. Yet somehow, Robert Ne-
ville survived. He must now struggle to make sense of what happened and learn to protect himself against the vam-
pires who hunt him nightly. As months of scavenging and hiding turn to years marked by depression and alcoholism, 
Robert spends his days hunting his tormentors and researching the cause of their affliction. But the more he discovers 
about the vampires around him, the more he sees the unsettling truth of who is—and who is not—a monster.  

 
 
Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison  
Monday, November 9th at 6:30 PM  
Milkman Dead was born shortly after a neighborhood eccentric hurled himself off a rooftop in a vain attempt at flight. 
For the rest of his life he, too, will be trying to fly. With this brilliantly imagined novel, Toni Morrison transfigures the 
coming-of-age story as audaciously as Saul Bellow or Gabriel Garca̕ Mr̀quez. As she follows Milkman from his rust-
belt city to the place of his family's origins, Morrison introduces an entire cast of strivers and seeresses, liars and as-
sassins, the inhabitants of a fully realized black world.  
 
 
 

Wintering by Peter Geye  
Monday, December 14th at 6:30 PM 
The Eide family finds themselves changed forever after their elderly, demented patriarch runs into the wilderness of 
northern Minnesota in an attempt to reenact a similar adventure sixty years earlier. 
 
 
 

 
The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead  
Monday, January 11th at 6:30 PM 
1960s Florida. Kept on the straight and narrow by his grandmother, Elwood Curtis is about to enroll in the local black 
college. But for a black boy in the Jim Crow South, one mistake is enough to destroy the future. He is sentenced to a 
juvenile reformatory called the Nickel Academy, whose mission statement says it provides "physical, intellectual and 
moral training" so the delinquent boys in their charge can become "honorable and honest men." In reality, the sadistic 
staff beats and sexually abuses the students, corrupt officials and locals steal food and supplies, and any boy who re-
sists is likely to disappear "out back." He meets Turner, who knows that the world is crooked, and that the only way to 
survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. A decision creates repercussions that will echo down the decades.  

 

 
The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey  
Monday, February 8th at 6:30 PM 
Alaska, 1920: a brutal place to homestead, and especially tough for recent arrivals Jack and Mabel. Childless, they are 
drifting apart--he breaking under the weight of the work of the farm; she crumbling from loneliness and despair. In a 
moment of levity during the season's first snowfall, they build a child out of snow. The next morning the snow child is 
gone--but they glimpse a young, blonde-haired girl running through the trees  



 
Imperfect Union by Steve Inskeep  
Monday, March 8th @ 6:30 PM 
John C. Frémont, one of the United States's leading explorers of the nineteenth century, was relatively unknown in 
1842, when he commanded the first of his expeditions to the uncharted West. But in only a few years, he was one of 
the most acclaimed people of the age--known as a wilderness explorer, bestselling writer, gallant army officer, and 
latter-day conquistador, who in 1846 began the United States's takeover of California from Mexico. He was not 
even 40 years old when Americans began naming mountains and towns after him. He had perfect timing, exploring 
the West just as it captured the nation's attention, and in 1856 became the first-ever presidential nominee of the new-
ly established antislavery Republican Party. But the most important factor in his fame may have been the person 
who made it all possible: his wife, Jessie Benton Frémont.  
 
In the Kingdom of Ice by Hampton Sides  
Monday, April 12th @ 6:30 PM 
A dramatic account of the ill-fated 19th-century naval expedition to the North Pole cites the contributions of Ger-
man cartographer August Peterman, New York Herald owner James Gordon Bennett and famed naval officer 
George Washington De Long in the team's efforts to survive brutal environmental conditions.   

 
 
 
Laurentian Divide by Sarah Stonich 
Monday, May 10th @ 6:30 PM 
Bitter winters are nothing new in Hatchet Inlet, hard up against the ridge of the Laurentian Divide, but the advent of 
spring can't thaw the community's collective grief, lingering since a senseless tragedy the previous fall. What is dif-
ferent this year is what's missing: Rauri Paar, the last private landowner in the Reserve, whose annual emergence 
from his remote iced-in islands marks the beginning of spring and the promise of a kinder season. The town's resi-
dents gather at the local diner and, amid talk of spring weather, the latest gossip, roadkill, and the daily special, take 
bets on when Rauri will appear--or imagine what happened to him during the long and brutal winter. Weaving in 
and out of each other's reach, trying hard to do their best (all the while wondering what that might be), the residents 
of this remote town in all their sweetness and sorrow remind us once more of the inescapable lurches of the heart 
and unexpected turns of our human comedy  

 
 
 
The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery   
Monday, June 14th @ 6:30 PM 
The lives of fifty-four-year-old concierge Renée Michel and extremely bright, suicidal twelve-year-old Paloma 
Josse are transformed by the arrival of a new tenant, Kakuro Ozu.  
 
 
 
American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins  
Monday, July 12th @ 6:30 PM 
Lydia Quixano Perez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco. She runs a bookstore. She has a son, Luca, the love of 
her life, and a wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while there are cracks beginning to show in Acapulco 
because of the drug cartels, her life is, by and large, fairly comfortable. Even though she knows they'll never sell, 
Lydia stocks some of her all-time favorite books in her store. And then one day a man enters the shop to browse and 
comes up to the register with four books he would like to buy--two of them her favorites. Javier is erudite. He is 
charming. And, unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the jefe of the newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over the 
city. When Lydia's husband's tell-all profile of Javier is published, none of their lives will ever be the same.  
 
The Bingo Palace by Louise Erdrich  
Monday, August 9th @ 6:30 PM 
At the crossroads of his life, Lipsha Morrissey is summoned by his grandmother to return to the reservation. There, 
he falls in love for the very first time--with the beautiful Shawnee Ray, who's already considering a marriage pro-
posal from Lipsha's wealthy entrepreneurial boss, Lyman Lamartine. But when all efforts to win Shawnee's affec-
tions go hopelessly awry, Lipsha seeks out his great-grandmother for a magical solution to his romantic dilemma--on 
sacred ground where a federally-sanctioned bingo palace is slated for construction. team, including a Native Ameri-
can agent who infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to expose one of the most chilling conspira-
cies in American history.  


